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that every person, at every stage and season
of life, is created equal in God’s image.

The promises of our Declaration of Inde-
pendence are not just for the strong, the
independent, or the healthy. They are for ev-
eryone—including unborn children. We are
a society with enough compassion and wealth
and love to care for both mothers and their
children, to seek the promise and potential
in every human life.

I believe that we are making progress to-
ward that goal. I trust in the good hearts of
Americans. I trust in the unfolding promise
of our country—an expanding circle of inclu-
sion and protection. And I trust in the civility
and good sense of our citizens—a willingness
to engage our differences in a spirit of toler-
ance and good will.

All of you marching today have never tired
in a good cause. Thank you for your convic-
tion, your idealism, and your courage. May
God bless you all.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this statement.

Memorandum on Restoration
of the Mexico City Policy
January 22, 2001

Memorandum for the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International
Development
Subject: Restoration of the Mexico City
Policy

The Mexico City Policy announced by
President Reagan in 1984 required non-
governmental organizations to agree as a con-
dition of their receipt of Federal funds that
such organizations would neither perform
nor actively promote abortion as a method
of family planning in other nations. This pol-
icy was in effect until it was rescinded on
January 22, 1993.

It is my conviction that taxpayer funds
should not be used to pay for abortions or
advocate or actively promote abortion, either
here or abroad. It is therefore my belief that
the Mexico City Policy should be restored.
Accordingly, I hereby rescind the ‘‘Memo-
randum for the Acting Administrator of the

Agency for International Development, Sub-
ject: AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico
City Policy,’’ dated January 22, 1993, and I
direct the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development to re-
instate in full all of the requirements of the
Mexico City Policy in effect on January 19,
1993.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Education Leaders
and an Exchange With Reporters
January 23, 2001

Legislative Agenda on Education
The President. Good morning. I want to

welcome you all. I particularly want to wel-
come senior Members of the Senate and the
House. We’re here today to discuss a domes-
tic policy issue of high importance, and that’s
public education, how to make sure every
child in America gets educated.

I’ve always said that public schools, the
common schools, issues related to public
schools are not a Republican issue or Demo-
crat issue; it’s an American issue. And we’ll
agree on things. We won’t agree on things.
But we’ll always agree that making sure every
child is educated is of national importance.
It is a major priority.

There’s a role for the Federal Govern-
ment. There’s a role for the State govern-
ment. There’s a role for local governments.
And part of our discussions and eventual leg-
islation will recognize those roles. And I’m
so honored that the Senators came over and
Members of the House, the leadership, that’s
going to help carry legislation.

I believe the best way for the Vice Presi-
dent and I to help the legislative process is
to discuss issues in a frank and open way,
and that’s the beginning of a process here.

So thank you all for coming. I’m honored
you’re here.

Campaign Finance Reform
Q. Mr. President, Senator McCain yester-

day said that he has a mandate. Do you agree
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with him, that he has a mandate? And if so,
what——

The President. I’m going to meet with the
Senator tomorrow night to discuss issues of
concern for him. I suspect one of them might
be campaign funding reform. But I’ll let you
know how the conversation goes. I’m con-
fident it’s going to be friendly and produc-
tive. John and I are friends. I remember we
debated this issue several times. I think you
might have been there.

Q. Do you think he has a mandate?
The President. And I think there’s a need

to discuss good campaign funding reform,
and we will.

Education Agenda
Q. How much of a sticking point for

Democrats do you think your school choice
or voucher program is? And are you willing
to give ground in order to get a broader deal?

The President. I think that there is con-
sensus on a couple of things: One, account-
ability is the cornerstone for reform; and sec-
ondly, in order for there to be an account-
ability system that’s got merit, there has to
be a consequence. And that’s what we’re
going to discuss. Representative Miller from
the State of California understands that ac-
countability is crucial for success. And so
does Boehner, and I hope the Senators do.
I haven’t had a chance to speak specifically
with Senator Kennedy yet. I’m about to.

But we’ve got a measure, and there needs
to be flexibility at the local level to make sure
that local folks can chart the path of excel-
lence. But in order for an accountability sys-
tem to work, there has to be consequences.
And I believe one of the most important con-
sequences will be, after a period of time, giv-
ing schools the time to adjust and districts
time to try different things if they’re failing,
that parents ought to be given different op-
tions.

If children are trapped in schools that will
not teach and will not change, there has to
be a different consequence. None of us at
the Federal Government should try to im-
pose a school voucher plan on States and
local jurisdictions. That’s not the prerogative
of the Federal Government, as far as I’m
concerned. But to the extent that the Federal

Government spends money, we ought to ex-
pect good results and good consequences.

Q. Thank you.
The President. I can’t tell you what a

pleasure it is.

California Electricity Shortages
Q. [Inaudible]—to do about the California

crisis?
The President. You’ll hear something

today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Representative George Miller. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks on Submitting the
Education Plan to Congress
January 23, 2001

Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. I
appreciate you being here, and it’s good to
see a former Secretary of Education here.
Lamar, thank you very much for coming; sur-
rounded by two fine Texans, I might add.
[Laughter] You are in good position. I was
going to say a rose between two thorns, but—
[laughter]—Diana Natalicio is not a thorn.
She’s a fabulous educator in the great State
of Texas. Miller, on the other hand—[laugh-
ter]. At any rate, I’m glad you all are here.
It’s good to see so many faces of friends. Wel-
come you to our new temporary abode.

This is an important moment for my ad-
ministration because I spent such a long
amount of time campaigning on education
reform. It’s been the hallmark of my time
as Governor of Texas. My focus will be on
making sure every child is educated, as the
President of the United States, as well.

Both parties have been talking about edu-
cation reform for quite a while. It’s time to
come together to get it done so that we can
truthfully say, ‘‘In America, no child will be
left behind, not one single child.’’

We share a moment of exceptional prom-
ise, a new administration, a newly sworn-in
Congress. And we have a chance to think
anew and act anew. All of us are impatient
with the old lines of division. All of us want
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